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SOCIAL SECURITY COMMITTEE 

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION AND TRIBUNAL MEMBERSHIP (SCOTLAND) 

BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM: Macmillan Cancer Support 

1. Consultation and Engagement 
There has been no formal public consultation on this bill, the Scottish Child Payment 

regulations or the terminal illness guidance.  

 Have you engaged with the Scottish Government on the issues addressed in 
this bill? If so, how have you been engaged with the Government? 
  

Yes, we sat on the Scottish Government working group on the issue of who can sign the 

new Social Security form in Scotland for end of life benefits.  We were very pleased when 

the Scottish Government signalled that an amendment would be made to add clinical nurse 

specialists to the list to enable fast-tracking of benefits. 

2. Terminal Illness 
The bill will bring the devolved position closer to the current reserved position that both 

doctors and certain trained nurses can enable fast-tracking of a disability benefit claim. 

 
 What training and skills should nurses have in order to act under the 

terminal illness provisions? 

Nurses will already be demonstrating and evidencing the required clinical competencies in 

line with the relevant NHS Knowledge and Skills Competency Frameworks for their roles.   

In this regard, they do not require specific specialist training to act under the terminal illness 

provisions, however, as with all professionals, nurses should be supported to access 

relevant Continuing Professional Development (CPD) to keep their knowledge and skills up 

to date. Sources of additional training may be guided by a number of routes such as:  

 Professional colleges such as the Royal College of Nursing (RCN),  

 National organisations such as Healthcare Improvement Scotland (HIS) with 
expertise on end of life care,  

 Or through national programmes of work such as the Scottish Government’s 
Transforming Roles Programme, which includes a focus on nationally 
consistent education and career pathways for nursing and midwifery roles.  

 

It would be reasonable to expect nurses to apply the same clinical judgement in considering 

a person to be terminally ill, having given the same equal regard to CMO guidance as other 

registered medical practitioners 

3. Claimant Appointees 
An appointee can represent a claimant and receive payments on their behalf. The 
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2018 Act allows appointees where the person receiving the benefit payment has 
died or is an adult who lacks capacity. 
 
In the covering email for this consultation it states: 

 make clear, when considering whether to give social security assistance, that the 

Scottish Government does not need to reveal information about someone’s health if 

doing so would be harmful to that person 

 

Macmillan Cancer Support understands fully how difficult an issue this is.  Our Macmillan 

benefits advisers deal with this incredibly difficult situation on a regular basis. 

Macmillan Cancer Support wants everyone approaching the end of life to have 

conversations with health professionals and with their own families on their needs and 

wishes.  We want everyone with a terminal diagnosis to have an Anticipatory Care Plan in 

place, to ensure a wide range of needs are covered and supported.   

However, we also understand that there may be very limited occasions, where there is an 

unavoidable reason for someone’s end of life benefits to be fast-tracked before they are 

fully aware of the prognosis on their illness. 

The key element Macmillan would want to retain from a welfare perspective is that people 

who don’t want to know specifics about their prognosis should not be disadvantaged when 

accessing benefits because of this, and there should be no possibility that someone could 

find out about their prognosis from the Scottish Social Security Agency or DWP as a result 

of a benefit application. (Macmillan found some cases early on in Universal Credit rollout of 

people finding out they may have had less than 6 months to live through their UC journal, 

although this has now been resolved -we would not want to see this repeated). 

 

 

 

 


